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é SPECIAL TOPICS. 





I. The French Debt. 


M.Caillaux has been and gone, and with him has gone to Paris 
the final British terms for the settlement of Prance's debt of 
£690,000, 000. When the two Finance Ministers t on August 24th 
there were two very clear sets of proposals. These may be 
compared 28 follows:.- ’ 


BRITISH FROPOSALS PROPOSALS . 
£20,000 ,00O per annum with a £10, ; per annum viz 


possitle reduction to £15 ,67¢,990 
roorx paymemts made by Germany under the Dawes Plan - 


26,000, 000 £6 ,060 , 000 
from the French Treasury - 

£9,000, 000 £4 000.000 

£15,000, 000 £10 ,000,000. 


It must be understood that France's share of the Dawes 
Payments amounts to some £27,000,000 a year. 

Finally, after discussion with prominent financiers, with the 
foreign Minister and with the American Ambassador, the final 
British offer took the form of a proposcl for the annual payment 
by France of 124 millions a year for a period of 62 years, on the 
sole responsibility of Prance, that is to say the payment is to be 
from the French Treasury, ang not in Dawes Bonds. These terms 
M.Caillaux took t-ck to Perri, on -August 27th where they received 
the unofficial approval of tne French Cabinct. 

The British offer is conditional upon receiving from France 
proportionate and pari passu paymentc to any she may eventually 
make to the United Stetes in the settlement of her American debt 
of '90,000,000. Any agraement entered unon now with France must 
therefore necessarily be only of a provisional nature, pending the 
action of further aucguotiations. 

The British nroposais have, on the whole, been well received 
in the French press but not so in America, where M. Caillaux is to 
procede in tne near future. The Amcricen press has roundly 
declared tnat the Anglo-French asrecucent conccals some plot against 
the Unitod States. 

"A stick to boat Americe witl"” is a slogan which has figured 
prominently in Yransatlantic headlines. 
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¢ ll. The Pact of Security. 


Like the problem of inter-allied debts, the question of the 
Security Pact has peesed from the stage of diplomatic 
corresnondencs to that cf dircct negotiation. 

The first stage was closed by the excuange of Franco-German 
Notes on August 24th and 27th. The French note was conciliatory 
in tone and raised no further stumbling blocks to Germany's 
entering into the League, merely re-iterating the original 
fundamentals contained in the letter sent by the Counci. of the 
league to the German Government in March of this year. The Note 
was accompanied by a verbal statement by the French Ambassador to 
the effect that no further progress could be made by correspondsnre 
and vropesing a conference of experts to prepare the dudicad pw. 
foundations of the Pact to be followed by a conference of Foreign 
Vinisters to hold late in Sertember at which the report of the 
legal experts could be discussed and the Puct might take a 
definite form. 

This proposal Germany accepted on August 27th and on the 
first of september there commerces in London a discission between 
the legal advisers of the Britieh, Trench, Belgian,Italian and 
Cermen Foreign Offices. Particuierly welcome was the Italian 
Lelegate for whose arrival the Corterence was postponed from 
Avevst 3list. Italy has not hiirksrio teen receptive of tne idea 
of a Security Pact, but the presence of her legal representative 
at the preliminary discussions would tend to show at least a 
payptial change of front. 

Signor Yussolini has said that although he has no faith in 
the league of Nations, Italy cannot afford to be absent from its 
deliberations. It may be that this same attitude is to be 
adopted tewards the Pact. 

Even grudging assistance is better than a contemptuous 
aloofness. 
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GENEBRAL INTEREST. 





URDA UGUST. 22nd. 
The territory of the Teul tribe in Morgoso was completely 


surrounded by French troops and all but a fracticn oi the tribe 
gubmitted. Owing to the success of their preliminary overations 
the main French offensive may be expected to open shértly. 

The French Garrison at Sueida, the Jebel Druse capital, is still 
besieged 

The Conmission appointed by the Council of the League of 
Nations in connection with the delimitation of the Port of Danzig 
completcd its work. 

At the opening of the Labour and Socialist Congress at 
Merseilles, lf.Arthur Henderson was in the chair and over fifty 
Ministers were present. 

U th 
-Calilaux had two coriversations with Mr.Churchill on the 
subject of the French debt to Great Britain. 

The Prench reply to the German Note on the Security Pact 
was delivered to the German Government. 

The Moroccan front wes relatively calm. Marchal Patain 
left Rabat for Fez. He intends to make Meknes his 
headquarters. (30 miles S.W. of Fez) 

Dr.Wirth, the fozmer German Chancellor, resigned from the 
Centre (Clerical) Party in the Reichstag and described uimself 
as a representative of the Social Republican Centre, thus 
forming a party of one. 

The scanty infcrmation received from General Sarrail, 

High Comnissioner in Syria with regerd to the situstion in the 
Jebel Druse causes considerable irritatian in France. 

The Turkish Delegation, hcaded by Tewfik Rushdi Bey, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, left Constantinople for Geneva. 
Extravagant hopes are enterteine¢ in Turkey as to the League's 
decision with regerd to Mosul. 


GUST “6th 
M. Caillaux held further conversations with Mr Churchill 
on the subject of the French Debt to Great Britain. He also 
met the Governor of the Bank cf Englend and Mr NcKenia.- 
The Canton Government has so far not attempted to put into 
force the regulctions forbidding British and Japenese vessels 
to niy between Ghinese vorts. 
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The British Government has accepted the invitation of the 
Chinese Govermnent to attend the Tariff Conference in Peking 


on Octover 26th. 


Rebels from the Jobel Druse attempted to rush Damascus 
but were repulsed by Prench Aeroplanes ani cavalry. 
Unrest prevails turoughout Byria. 

The German Cabinet met to discuss the French reply to the 


security Note. 
There was renewed enemy activity on tue Moroccan front 


north of Wezzan. 
At a public sitting of the Permanent Court of International 

‘Juetice, the objection raised by Poland against the 

jurisdiction of the Court to deal with the case submitted to it 

last May with regard to certein German interests in Polish 

Upner Gilesia, was overruled. The case will therefore be heard. 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 26th 
At a Cabinet meeting held to consider M.Caillaux's 


proposals for the payment of the Prench debt ta Great Britain, 
the basis of an agreément was outlined. M.Caillaux is to 
return to Paris to consult his colleagues. 

Tne French reply to the German Note on Security was made 
public. The two sunnlementary declarations invited Germany to 
send representatives to a meeting to be uttended also by 
revresentatives of France, Great Britain and Belgium in order te 
become acquainted with tne views of tiie Allied Governments on the 
juridical and technical questions involved. 

The Prench garrison of Deir-ez-Zor on the Buphrates was 
Tevorted to have been cantured by the Druses. 

Field-Marshal Conrad von Hoetzendorff, Ghief in the General 
Staff on the Austro-Hungerian army durin: the War, died at 
Mergentheim. 


TERSDAY, Aucust 27th. I a 
Ca ux returned to Paris to discuss with his Government it 


the proposals made by Mr. Churchill for the repayment of the 

french debt to Great Britain. dig 
The French renly to the German Note meets with unfavourable oie 

criticism in Germany though there is general satisfaction that i i 


negotiations have reached the stage of discussion across the table. ue 
The German reply to the french Note in the Pact was handed BY 


to MsBriand; it definitely accepts tre invitation to take part i eid 
in a jgridical conference. MD 
Peace negotiations between the French and the Druses broke 1 ee 
down owing to the exaggerated demands cf Druse extrenists. 
The Shanghai Municipal Council decided to raise the ‘State 
of Emergency’ which has been in force since May 30th. 
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« U 28th 

M.Caillaux made a report on the result of the debt 
negotiations in London at a Council’ presided over by M.Doumergue 
President of the itcpublic,in which he urged tie acceptance of the 
Britien offer of £12,509,000 for sixty-twe years, with a 
moratotiun for the first five years. 

The Belgian Debt Commission returned from Washington. 

Rifil resistance to the French attack on the Moroccan front 
stiffened perceniibly. No speedy termination of tne campaign is 
now ifkely. Syvere fishting took place north of Taza. 

The Turkish Government protested to the British Government 
and the League of Nations against an alleged violation of the 
Turco-ziraq frontier by 500 brigands. 

The British Government resumed full diplomatic relations 
with Mexico. 

The Arbitration Committee for the settlement of disputes 
arising out of the Dawes Scheme was constituted in an acreement 
between the Corporations Committee and the German Goverment. 


SATURDA’ 29th. 
A Spanisa commission attempted to dissuade Jabala tribesmen 


from carrying out their intended attack on the Spanish lines on 
the southern frontier of the Tangier zone and near Tetuan without 
success. The recent French offensive in Morocco is reputed to 
have led to the submission of some 70;.000 tribesmen. 

The first anniversary of the Dawes plan was made the 
occasion for a jeneral survey in the German press of the working 
of the Plan during the first year of its operation. 

The first Internaticnal Congress on Child Welfare was 
concluded at Geneva. 

Negotiations for the settlement of the Italian debt to the 
United States will openig’ October, immodiately after the 
conclusion of the Franco~-American conversations. 

zr Lobe, President of the German Reichstag, arrived in 
Vienna, with thirty Members of the Reichstag to take part ina 
demonstration in favour of Austro-German union. 


MONDAY ,AUFIST 31. 
“An agceszmant regulating the procedure to be followed in the 


final settlement of th> Anzlo-Geeek dente was signed by 
representatives of the tw> Govetnments in London. 

Under the terns of frtsident Voolidge's Tacna-Arica Award, 
the province of Parai2 was handed over by Chile to Peru. 

It was announced at the closing session of the Zionist 
Congress at Vienna that Dr. Weissmann and his executive nad 


agreeé to resume office. 
Heavy reinforcements arrived in Syria for use against the 


Druses. 
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The Conference of Allied and German legal experts for the 


consideration of the juridical and technical aspects of the 
Security Pact opened at tie Foreign Office. 

The British Governient agreed to tiie appointment of a 
Mixed Claims Commission to handle tne question of British claims 


in ywexico. 


WEDNESDAY, SE 2ND 
The Thirty-fifth Session of tne Council of the League of 


Yations opened at Geneva, attended by Mr-.Austen Chamberlain, 
Wr.Amery, Secretary for the Colonies and Dominions, M.Briand, and 
M.Painleve. The question of Mosul was postponed for twentyfour 
hours . 
Mr .Chamberlain discussed the Security Pact with M.Briand 
and with M.Vandervelde. 

A Denish-Sdasese Treaty of Friendship, Commerce and 
Navigation was signed at Conenhagen. 

General Gamelin was appointed to command the French troops 
in Syria and to assist General Sarrail, the High Commissicner and 
Commander-in-Chief. The strength of the Druses is locally 
estimated at 20,000 of all kinds. 

Count Volpi, Minister of Finance was appointed Chief of the 
Italfan Debt Commission which leaves for Washington in October. 


THURSMAY, SEPTEMBER SRD. 
At tne League or Hations Council Mr.Amery, Secretary of State 


for the Dominions ant Colonies, stated that Great Britain would be 
nrenared to extend her Mandate over Iras for a further 25 y®@ars, 
provided that the vilayet of Mosul was included in the torritory 
of tne Mandate. Great Britain wouli also nrolong her treaty with 
Iraq for 2 period tc be fixed by the Council and in any case she 
would abide loyally by the Council's decision. 

granco-German negotiations, for a commercial treaty, suspended 

in July whl be resurei on Sentember 15th. 

In crnversation with the correspondent of tie Matin, Abd-el-Krim 
Abd-e1-Krim's brother, declared that tie new Rill terms include 
absolute independence, and ao recognition cf tie suzerainty of 
the Sultan cof Morecco. Rather than rorego these terus, the Riffs 
are prepared to "fight te tre sest man". 
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WALVY, SEPTEMBER 472. 
At the continued Session of the League Council, the question 
of Kosul was refersd for decision to a Committee of Three, 
enor Quinohes do Leon (Spain), M.Unden,(€weden) and 
Senor Guani (Uruguay). Tewfik Rushdi Fesha, Turkish Minister for 
foreign Affairs, hee made no promise thet his Government will 
abide by the Council's decision. 
Eight of the signatures of the Washington Nine-Power Pact 
(United States, Great Britain, France, Italy, Japan, Belgium, 
the Netherlands and Portugal) hended to ¢ghira (the Minth) an 
identic Note in reply to the Chinese Governnent's Note oi July 24th, 
urging the revision of the "unégual treaties". 
ir .Silas Strawn was appointed American representative on the 
Commission for the discussion of treaty revision in China. 
Austro-Hungarian discussions for a comaercial treaty will be 
reswned on Sevotember 9th. 
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T e 
cae |e both Prance and Spain have much before them before 
the Rif resistance finally crumbles, both have made considenable 
progress recently. The French are now in many places back on 
their original line and Spanish re-inforcements are continually 
arriving. Progress, too, has been made in the negotiations 
with tribes for their submission and detachment from Abd-el- 
Krim's causé. A Spanish commission was, however, unsuccessful 
in its endeavour to dissuade the Jabala tribes from their 
alliance with the Riff. Jabala-Riff offensive is now 
anticipated on the Spanish front. 


Syria. 
Considerable anxiety is still felt in Brance as to the 
Jebel-Druse revolt. Peace negotiations have proved fruitless; 
the rebels have advanced on:Damascus and attempts have been made 
to cut the Damascus-Berara railway. It is said (though denied 

by the French Government) that other tribes of strictiy 
MBihammedan faith have joined the revolt. The Druses are not 
:“phammedans. Great uncertainty surrounds the fate of Sueda, 
the capital of the fjebel-Druse where a French garrison has been 
besieged since the original attack on August 4th. No very 
certain news is ascertainable am to the situation inside 
Damaccus. 


_ fhe embargo placed by the Canton Government on British and 
«Japanese shipping 'on August 18th continues to create a very- 
serious situation. The Chinese Chamber of Commerce on 
August 29th iseued an appeal to the world, stating that all 
navalwetemilitary control has passed into the hands of the 
Bolshevists: and that it has definitely been decided to put 
Commnism into practice. They appeal for assistance against 
"the poisonous tide of Bolshevyiam which will engulf the whole of 
China beyond Hope of redemption," 


Diplomatic relations between Great. Britain.and Mexico, which 
were suspended in June 1924, following upon the arrest and 
expulsion of the British Diplomatic representative by the 
Mexican Government, were officially resumed on August. 29th. 
Finding the appointment of a Minister-plenipotentiary, 
wr. Norman King, British epee penonceg in monies sas appointed 
Chargé d'affaires and Sénor Al © Diez, c 
Mexican Enbassy in Paris will act as Mexican Chargé d'affaines 


in London. 
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Reparations. 
: August SOth marked the first ansiversary of the 

coming into force of the Dawes Plan. The first twelve months of 
this scheme have virtually constituted a moratorium of £50,000, 000 
paid by Germany. Only £10,000 000 were actually contributed by 
Germaev herself (through her reilroads), the remainder being the 
procedesof the German external loan. The payments due for the year 
1925-26 amount to £61,000,000 and this sum will be derived from 
railroad revenues, from the issue of railroad preference shares to 
the emount of £12,600,000 and from industrial debentures to the 
extent of some £6,250,000. 

2. The Arbitration Commission provided for by the London 
Agreement on August 1924 and the agteenment between the 
Reparations Commission nag the German Gover:sent; and charged with 


the arbitration of all disputes arising between the German 
Government: and the Reparations Commission, out of the 


interpretation of the London Agreement, the Experts Plan, or the 
German legislation enacted through that plan, was constituted on 


August 28th as follows:- 
Mr.Walter P.Cooke (America) Chairman. 


M. Marcus Wallenberg, (Suede) 
M. A-G.Kroller ( Dutch) 
M. Rist ( French) 
Herr Mendelssohn-Bartholdi( German). 
The commission will sit at the Hague and its terms of 
procedure are based upon Chapter 111 of the Hague Convention of 
1907 (International Commission of Enquiry.) 


The Security Pact. 
the Conference oflegal experts for the consideration of the 
technical and legal points of the Pact of Security which opened 


at the Foreign Office on September lst is composed of the following 
delegates :- 
Sir Cecil Hurst, Great Britain. 


M .. Promageot, France. 
Dr. Gaus, Germany. 
M. Rollin, Belguin. 


Signor Pilloti, Italy. 


Signor Mussolini end the Italian Cabinet. 

A curious state of affairs has arisen in tie Italian 
Government, where Signor Mussolini (who clready held four 
portfolios) has in the last fortnight assimed two more, so that 
in one Cabinet, the offices of Prime Minister, Foreign Ministor, 
Minister of Justice, War Ministor, Air Minister and Naval 
Minister are held by one individual. 
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“2a Itelian Debt Commissicn, which leevss for Washington 
in October to iiscuss the funding of Italy's debt of 
£330,000,090 to America will be comcosed as foliows:- 
Count Volpi, Minister of Pinance, Sen2tor Grandi, Under 
Secretary for Foreign Affairs; Signor di Martino, Ambassador 
at Washington; Senator Longare, Signor Alberto and Signor Pirelli. 


LEAGUE OF WATIONS WOTES. 





The opium Conference. 

In spite of e non-participation of China and the United 
States, the seventh session of the L eague of Nations Opium 
Committee has resulted in a considerable amount cf valuable 
work being done. 

The principal business was the discussion of tne annual 
reports presented by the Menber-States. <As c result of 
eriticism of her morphine oxncrt policy, France has promised 
to conduct an enguiry into che matter, and it msy be hoped that, 

steps will be taken to step the illicit traffic 
which at present seems to go on from Greece and Cuba to other 
countries. 

Sir John Campbell, on behalf of the Indian Govermnent, 
annofinced tnat India is at last taking steps to remedy her 
opium policy. All further export of prepared opium to Macao 
is to be stopved. As Macao is one of the greatest inier- 
national smuggling centres, this action is hignly important. 
In several cases, the export to Persia kas alraady been 
curtailed. Jonin has promised to take steps to vrevent the 
muggling of cocaine and heroin on Japanese ships. 

At the close of the Conference, an important annonncement. 
vrs made that the United States intended to continue their 
co-operation with the League in fighting the drug traffic. 


Intern ational Conference on Alcohol. 





Oa September 4ta there onened at Geneva, a conference 
organised by the Internetional Bureau against Alcoholisn. 
These noints are being discussed:- 





1g: 

















(a) The alcohol problem in the colonies of Equatorial Africa. 


(>) International co-eperation for the purpose of checking the 
smuggling of alcohol. 


(c) The right of nations to introduce anti-alcchol measures 
without having to fear retaliation from exporting countries. 


About 24 countries, and also the League of Nations and the 


International Labtur Organisation, are represented at the 
Conference. A full report will be presented to the League. 


BOOK REVIEWS. 





The League of Nations and the New Internaticnal Law. 
by John Eugene Harley. Oxford University Press. 1925 14/ 





In this work, which should prove of value to those 
interested in the growth and progress of the law of nations, the 
auther traces briefly the concepticn and evolution of international 
law and the influence upon it of the Great War, the League of 
Nations and the International Labour Office. 

Of nerticular interest is the chapter on the juridical status 
éf the League, which is shown to be neither a confederation nor 
an alliance, but an "international person of a new type", having 
some of those attributes of sovercignty hitherto attached to a 
State, but to which, as for instance in the case of the Saar, all 
the rules of international law apply in restraining one 
Government from encroaching upen the rights of another. 

The book includes e useful appendix of documents and 
international data. 
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SEPTEMBER 6TH-?32:; International Fair. 
SEPTEMBER 6TH-12TH. Internativaal Fair. 
Opening of the sixth 


SEPTEMBER 7TH. 


SB TEMBER 1STH-26TH Congress of the 
Thternatiional Aeronautical. 


SEPTEMBER 23rd - 
OCTOBER 2ND. 


SEPTEMBER 24TH. 
SEPTEMBER 25TH 


SSPTEMEER 25TH-28TH. 


SEPTEMBER 28TH. 
SEPTEMBER 28TH. 
OCTOHER SRD-15TH 
OCTOHER 8TH 
OCTOBER ? 
OCTORER 26TH 
OOTORER 27TH 
NOVEEBIR 20TH. 





Assembly . 


Pederation: 


International Fair. 
Ihternational. Fair 


Conference of Foreign 
Ministers on the Security Pact. 


Nations. 


7th Congress of the 
International Legal Committee 


on Aviation. 


Pan-American Roade Congress 


Conference on Unfair 


Competitinn. 


International Malaria 


Conference. 


International Tariff 


Conference. 


Mixed Committee on 
Economic Crises. 
Conference on Tonnage 
Measurement and Inland 
Navigation. 


Conference of the Association 
of Special Libraries and 
Information: Bureau. 


5th Session of the Health 
Committee of the League of 


Prague. 


Vienna. 


Geneva 


Pragye 


Caiogne:. 


Lausanne ? 


Oxford. 


Geneva . 


Lyoas . 


Buenos Aires. 


The Hague 


Rome 


Peking. 


Geneva. 


‘Paris . 











